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Andy”

“

Andrew Donald Cook 1947 – 2013
Andy’s funeral..

A great turn out of bikes, on a dismal morning turned up outside Andy’s house
for his funeral. Oops!! Then the heavens opened, but it did not deter us. The
funeral procession commenced to the Surrey & Sussex Crematorium. The traffic
was very respectful in allowing us all to stay together following the hearse.
It was a lovely celebration of Andy’s life and as we came out of the chapel so
did the sun, a glorious day. ( think he planned it)
We were invited back to the Woolpack pub to have refreshments, a lovely
spread put on by his family and a good old chat refreshing memories of Andy’s
antics and his love of the Rock and Roll era of his life.
Just a couple of photos I managed to take outside Andy’s house prior to the set
off.
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These pictures were taken before the rain came, but we all braved it and did not
run for shelter.
Several riders from the Littlehampton and BSA club had to dry out at Dave
Willmer’s workshop before riding on to the house, so they got wet again.
Others were more fortunate and missed the first showers, but as I said the sun
shone brightly after the ceremony.
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Chairman’s chat...
Hi guys, I hope you are all well and have been making good use of the lovely weather we
have been having. It seems an age since I last saw you and I must apologise for missing the
last two club nights. I was feeling really poorly on July’s club night and Lynne and I were in
Kent on August’s having a great time with the VMCC Kent Division.
I’m sure you must all have heard by now that Andy Cook died in May. It was rather sudden
and a great shock to his family and friends. Lisa, Andy’s daughter requested as many bikes as
possible to attend the funeral and I’m glad to say you did Andy proud. There were at least
forty bikes in the funeral procession despite the grotty weather. Best club turnout that I can
remember! I think Andy would have chuckled to think of all of us out in the rain! It was clear
from the number of mourners, Andy was still remembered and respected by a great many
people. He was certainly an original and unique character who helped many of us start and
finish countless motorcycle projects. He and his emporium will be sadly missed.
I am afraid due to work commitments, Lynne and I have been unable to attend all of the
organised runs on our list. I hope this has not been an issue for anyone, but I’m afraid that’s
how it goes sometimes. The club has still been quite busy over the summer. We had a really
lovely evening at Pete and Rose Hide’s club barbeque. The location was beautiful, the food
delicious and the company entertaining. More than thirty of you attended and it was lovely to
see so many of you having a good time. I must say a big thank you to Pete and Rose for the
use of their beautiful home , for the scrumptious food that Pete cooked on his barbeque. Also
thanks to Pete and Keith for supplying all the meat, to Brenda for making the salads and to
Lynne for making the pavlovas and chocolate cake. A great evening was had by all!
Chris Hemingway, Trevor, Brenda, Lynne and I all camped at the Ringmer Show on the last
weekend of July. We help organise the motorcycle section for the show and we were pleased
to welcome forty bikes on the Saturday and fifty two on the Sunday – a very good turn out!
Richard Deller was the only club member to put in an appearance on the Saturday, but we
saw at least a dozen of you on the Sunday. The weather wasn’t too bad for the weekend, just
the odd shower, but during Saturday night the wind got up and Trevor and Brenda had to get
up and put their awning canopy away (in their pyjamas) and I retrieved their table that had
blown away! A good weekend – thanks to everyone for their company.
We have had several evening runs which have basically involved food! The Newhaven run
for fish and chips was fairly well attended, although Lynne and I had to go straight to
Newhaven as we were unable to get away from work in time to meet at Haywards Heath. We
took our meal down to the beach at the mouth of the harbour and sat and ate it watching the
sea. It was a lovely balmy evening and we all enjoyed the ride.
Our evening trip down to Bosham harbour was equally lovely. The evening was much the
same, balmy and with a beautiful sunset over the sea. We sat and watched a yacht sail ever so
slowly into harbour, it might have moved faster if they had blown into the sails!
Only Alan Dack, Lynne and I ventured out to Sumner Ponds in Barns Green, although we did
meet Keith Diamond there. He was just giving his bike a bit of a shakedown before he took it
to France.
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Lynne and I have never been to Sumner Ponds before despite living only a few miles away
and we were most impressed by them. There are two large fishing lakes and all around them
are camping pitches and log cabins. There is also a lovely restaurant, with a bar, onsite which
is open all day until 10.30pm. I can thoroughly recommend a visit. Many thanks to Ron
Munday for letting us know about it.
I was sorry to miss the last club night, but I have to say we did have a brilliant time in Kent.
The camping at the Priory at Aylesford is great and the organisation of the whole weekend by
the Kent VMCC is fantastic. There were 360 bikes booked in from various countries. There
was an enormous selection of bikes, some were more than 70 years old, and all but two
completed the run on the Saturday. One had an accident and the other broke down! We rode
on some very interesting little roads, the sort you wouldn’t find without the locals help. They
fed us well and entertained us with live bands on both the Friday and Saturday evenings. The
weather was excellent and the company was great – what more could you ask for. A brilliant
weekend!
Please check your runs list for upcoming events and times as there is still plenty to do. I’m
afraid work commitments are preventing Lynne and I from joining all the runs, but I hope
some of you are able to get out and enjoy this excellent weather we have been having. Lynne
and I will be away for a week in August as we are going to visit Ex Chairman Graham York
at his home in France. There should be some good food and wine on offer. Look forward to
seeing you all at September’s club night. Please take care and enjoy your biking whilst the
weather lasts!
Best wishes Dave.
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Club runs.
Unfortunately due to Trevor’s feeling unwell and our holidays we have not attended many.
The one we always enjoy was on Wednesday 17th July to Bosham Harbour for Fish and
Chips. A beautiful day and evening, Dave, Lynne, Alan, Trevor and I set off from opposite
Destination Triumph, following the main roads through Storrington, Amberley, then on to the
A27 into Bosham to the Fish and Chip shop, we rode to the little harbour with our food and
settled down on the benches and grass area for our feast. The water was like a mill pond and
people were even swimming in the water, but I did not fancy that, not very clean looking.
It was a beautiful sunset and we had an enjoyable evening, we set off separately on our way
home.

There follows some pictures taken by my Samsung phone of the evening
1st picture - Dave and Trevor enjoying their Fish & Chips on the harbour wall.
2nd Picture - Lynne – Richard and Alan having a chat and enjoying their feast.
3th Picture - The beautiful sunset over Bosham Harbour. A wonderful end to a beautiful
evening
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Ringmer weekend – 27/28th July 2013

Ringmer was a lovely weekend, only a quick thunderstorm and shower. Slightly windy but on the
whole good.
Saturday was a good turn out of bikes around 40 and Sunday 50 turned up, so a good turn out. Quite
a few members arrived on Sunday and were welcomed with a tea or coffee from Lynne and Brenda.
Dave very kindly made use of his enclosed trailer by storing members jackets and helmets etc;
There was a terrific band on Friday night playing 60’s and 70’s music, Lynne and I danced the night
away, and got slightly merry. Dave also had had a few drinks. A great evening. Saturday the band
was not so good played rock a boogie music which was not to our taste.
There were a great many static engines this year filled the length of the field. There were not as
many traders stalls or bike jumble as ususal, maybe Ardingly being same weekend was the reason.
I took some photos that may be of interest.
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